
 
 

“THE 2013 YEAR END AWARDS” 
 

Another year has passed and it’s time to discharge some thoughts, some deliberate offside 
observations and of course assign our Annual Awards with humor, a smile and some 15 year old 
scotch from the Outer Hebrides. 
 

SURVIVOR OF THE YEAR AWARD: This award was discontinued in 2012 but has been 
reinstated this year and must be assigned to the Ravens Rugby Club at Jericho Beach on 
Vancouver’s westside waterfront. With declining numbers for field duty the ‘elected-for-life-
president’ flew in recruits from hither and yon – and in the end the relief was evident when the 
“birds” survived falling from the relegation nest in the CDI Premier competition. 
 

            
 

We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 

BOARD MEMBER OF THE YEAR AWARD: This was a hard one to assign in 2013 but in the end 
we decided to go with the CEO of the red blazer group in Richmond-on-the Hill.  Anyone who is 
ultimately responsible for filling BMO Stadium not once but twice deserves the nod. The formula 
of bringing profile teams to our shores has worked in the past and smaller venues have been 
filled – but that was then - and this is now – record crowds at BMO will continue as long as there 
are offshore teams to engage the public. Toronto & BMO is where it’s at! 
 

“I told my psychiatrist that everyone hates me. He said I was being ridiculous - everyone hasn't met me 
yet.” Rodney Dangerfield 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth297522.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth297522.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rodneydang128213.html


HALL OF FAME AWARDS (S): Several of our prestigious members were inducted into 
various hall of fame venues this past year – here’s the ones we know about:  
 

In Vancouver, British Columbia – player Ro Hindson  

 
 

In Winnipeg, Manitoba – RWC Manager Ray Skett 
 

 
 

In Whitby, Ontario – player David Moonlight  
 

 
 



In Aurora, Ontario – builder John Reich       

 

       
 

“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.”  Muhammad Ali 
 

QUOTE OF THE YEAR AWARD:  “We also reminded ourselves how lucky we are to be here in 
November and playing the sport we love while thinking of Canadians who sacrificed their lives 
fighting for our country,” said Canadian Manager, Meaghan Howat.  

 
 

“Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they say something relevant.” RBF 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/muhammadal136676.html


VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD: This year it was time to recognize the fish-lodge-
owner for his services to our rugby community. “RB” or Lou to his childhood friends has 
given away or auctioned off more free trips to his fishing paradise on Langara Island 
than one can ever, ever imagine. Maybe ‘volunteer’ in the true sense of the word is a 
stretch but the former RC chairman never said no and many times stood up and offered 
when help was required. Rick Bourne wins this year – and if you have never been to the 
Lodge then put it at the top of your “definitely-to-do-list” http://www.langara.com/ 
 

 
 

“Give, but give until it hurts.”  Mother Teresa 

 
 
HERE-TODAY-GONE-TOMORROW AWARD: The winner this year is Heather Moyse who 
dropped in for a short stay at the RWC in Moscow and immediately headed back into 
the snow and ice afterward. Is there ‘snow’ in Rio we wonder?  
 

 
 
“The problem with winter sports is that - follow me closely here - they generally take place in winter.” DB 

 

http://www.langara.com/
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/838305.Mother_Teresa
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/The_problem_with_winter_sports_is_that_-_follow_me_closely_here_-_they_generally_take_place_in_winte/223349/


POWERPOINT PRESENTATION OF THE YEAR AWARD: the boys at the RC motel in 
Langford win this one hands down – they have more diagrams, powerpoints, yearly 
plans and secret schemes than the CIA does – problem is - they may have totally 
forgotten about Canadian culture and how that fits into their doodle-points.           
HELLO - we are Canadian… and maybe an offshore remedy won’t suit us…? 
 

 
 

“You're short on ears and long on mouth.”  John Wayne 
 

 
FACEBOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD: So many candidates and so much rubbish to review… 
We were going to consider Miley Cyrus or the mayor of Toronto but the mayor doesn’t 
play any sports that require movement of any kind and Miley plays too many sports - 
but the wrong kind! In the end we decided that someone offshore would be our choice 
for a couple of reasons: first the winner is in New Zealand presently and that country 
seems to be drifting closer to Antarctica each month making it harder for retraction 
purposes; second - the winner was a former national team hooker (!); and finally – 
anyone brave enough to kill a pig in New Zealand then post it for all to see has to be 
Canadian eh?! 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/45481.John_Wayne


 

RUGBY MAN OF THE YEAR AWARD: This year the Award goes to the GM at the motel in the 
Langford township - Mike Chu wins without a rival in sight – despite being surrounded by 
various degrees of dysfunction the man continues to get things done on and off the field on 
behalf of the national union and its players. He may be a bit of a powerpoint guy but at least 
he’s got something down for consumption! 
 

 
  

“A genuine leader is not a searcher for consensus but a molder of consensus.”  Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 

 
RUNNER UP RUGBY MAN OF THE YEAR AWARD: Victoria’s car man Leonard Carson wins 
this year and was in the running for the top award – Leonard gives more of his time and fund-
raising efforts to rugby endeavours it’s a wonder how he still manages to sell cars… or even 
trucks. Thanks Len! 

 

 
RUGBY WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD: Despite only being on the job for a short time 
Meaghan Howat wins this year – with most of the other manager-types in Langford at the local 
White Spot all day it’s not hard to see why our winner is so busy at the western RC offices. 
Howat wins and we are lucky to have her! 
 

 
 

“Remember, Ginger Rogers did everything Fred Astaire did, but she did it backwards and in high heels.” 
 

 
 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth166528.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth166528.html


FOUNDATION AWARD: This goes to Mike Holmes and Mark Wyatt again for holding firm on 
the intention of their Foundation, never being swayed by the demanding red coats in Richmond 
Hill and for supporting grassroots rugby and rugby players on the field. Well done chaps! 
 

 

 
MEDICAL PERSON OF THE YEAR: This award goes to all the medical folks who volunteer 
their time and resources to assist our players on the field. The fact that we are moving 
into a professional era makes their contribution even more appreciated – thanks 
everyone! And a special thanks to Doc Watson and Issy G… 
 

 
 

“If you've got them by the balls their hearts and minds will follow.”  JW 
 

REFEREE OF THE YEAR AWARD: Chris Assmus wins this year but only by a tweet or two over 
Sherry Trumbull. Sherry may have moved across the globe on iRB assignments more often than 
Chris has done this season but both are on ‘the pathway’ with a bright future it seems.   
 

     
 

“Athletes get emotional over sports all the time because it’s not just a game, it's life.” MMR 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/Athletes_get_emotional_over_sports_all_the_time_because_its_not_just_a_game%2C_it%27s_life./564299/


TWEET OF THE YEAR AWARD: This goes to one of our overseas chaps in the Highlands 
of Scotland. See below…! 
 

“ @BCRugbyNews who's the class clown at #uvic playing in skins vs Burnaby? It's not elementary school 
rugby #NosePick #FigureItOut “ 

 

“Life is tough pilgrim, it is even tougher if you're stupid” John Wayne 

 

TUNE-UP OF THE YEAR AWARD: We were waiting for Jeb to pull off another “rumble in the 
jungle” but they didn’t renew his Visa Application to Currie Cup land in the southern hemisphere 
and so we were left with last year’s photo and memories. He wasn’t visible when a Georgian 
tried to decapitate Liam Underwood in the Balkans so we’re not sure if he needs new contacts 
or what? And since Jamie has turned over a new leaf in Clermont - it is quite probable we won’t 
see him win this award anytime soon. 

     

I'm so fast that last night I turned off the light switch in my hotel room and was in bed before the room 
was dark.  Muhammad Ali 

 
                                                                                                                                               

http://twitter.com/BCRugbyNews?uid=45922555&iid=a1a7a9f9-268e-4355-bb4b-24813b91ea7e&nid=4+255&t=1
http://twitter.com/search?t=1&iid=a1a7a9f9-268e-4355-bb4b-24813b91ea7e&q=%23uvic&uid=45922555&nid=4+253
http://twitter.com/search?t=1&iid=a1a7a9f9-268e-4355-bb4b-24813b91ea7e&q=%23NosePick&uid=45922555&nid=4+253
http://twitter.com/search?t=1&iid=a1a7a9f9-268e-4355-bb4b-24813b91ea7e&q=%23FigureItOut&uid=45922555&nid=4+253
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/45481.John_Wayne
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/muhammadal167371.html


REFEREE SELF EVALUATION AWARD: This guy continues to don the attached head piece 
despite recommendations from his colleagues that he ditch the bloody thing – we think there’s 
more to it than meets the eye… night vision goggles perhaps for a game at the Stadium?  
 

 
 

“I just want people to accept me for who I pretend to be.” Josh Hara 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER(S) OF THE YEAR AWARD: Judy Teasdale wins hands down - this year 
crossing the globe in search of the ‘perfect rugby photo’ – she has posted-up our rugby players 
in endless games and her sensational work is evident across cyberland – well done Judy! 
 

 
 

“The important thing is not the camera but the eye.”  Alfred Eisenstaedt 
  



REPORTER OF THE YEAR AWARD: Our BCRN boss wins this year and has the stats and data to 
back up our selection with more hits on his site than the CEO has business class Air Miles from 
Richmond Hill into Langford…! 

 
 

"Statistics are like a bikini, they show a lot but not the whole thing." SJ 

 
PHOTO OF THE YEAR AWARD:  It was hard to beat last year’s winning photo of Phil 
Mack in full flight at Wallace Field so we included it again below. But this year we took 
two cover pages from Judy T. “for no apparent reason” other than they are very cool 
photos - so Judy takes home this year’s prestigious Award! 
 

 
 

“There are two people in every photograph: the photographer and the viewer” Ansel Adams 
 



     
 

“A lot of photographers think that if they buy a better camera they’ll be able to take better photographs. 
A better camera won’t do a thing for you if you don’t have anything in your head or in your heart.” 

Arnold Newman 

 
 
RUNNER UP PHOTO(S) OF THE YEAR AWARD: Anyone who has ever played at the Hong 
Kong Sevens Tournament will tell you with certainty that it is a thrill like no other. This 
photo captures the complete joy of the occasion as our Sevens Team capped off another 
sensational year! What a smile! 
 

 
 

"A trophy carries dust. Memories last forever."  MLR 
 



BLUNDER OF THE YEAR AWARD: This goes to the incredible malfunction at the ARC game in 
October when no one could find or produce a kicking tee for our player to have a shot at goal.  
In the stands the tweeters and texters were busy with their lingo as the incident went viral – 
OMG and WTF never had so many “SENDS”…! 

 
 

"You can't build a reputation on what you're going to do." Henry Ford 

TYPO OF THE YEAR AWARD: Here’s another one from the RC Website which should have 
been picked up by someone at the motel who can read - or at least has taken Grade 9 
grammar… can you find it?? (check under the cards)                                                                                          
Come on chaps – we have spell check, grammar check and your best line…“write a cheque”       
– at least post up your board members CV’s proper-like! 

    

Kathy Henderson brings to Rugby Canada over 20-plus years in brand and marketing management, 
having held progressive leadership roles, managing some of the world’s best-recognized brands, 
including General Mills, Campbell Soup Company, Colgate Palmolive and Whirpool Corporation. As Senior 
Vice-President, Marketing and Revenue at TO2015 (2015 Pan American Games Host Organizing 
Committee), Henderson is responsible for the Games’ commercial aspects including sponsorship sales 
and servicing, brand and marketing, ticketing, broadcast and ceremonies. Her involvement in rugby has 

been at the grassroots level, as a supporter of the Balmy Beach Club in Toronto, where her currently 
plays his club rugby.  She has served many boards and is an active volunteer in her community.  

 



WORST DECISION OF THE YEAR AWARD: Throwing a high school graduate in his first year 
at university into a frontline position in an ARC game last October – this can’t be part of the 
‘pathway”’ or if it is then one of the powerpoint people has had too many donuts at Timmy’s! 
What’s up with that? 

 

“A word to the wise ain't necessary - it's the stupid ones that need the advice.” Bill Cosby  

 

RUNNER UP WORST DECISION OF THE YEAR AWARD: This one clearly goes to the “RC 
Orderly” who sent out a vague and badly worded letter to the sub-unions regarding the 
insurance cock-up (again). It was insulting to assume the members thought the Program worked 
for all our players – our advice includes – less time on devising and sending manipulating letters 
to those who pay into the scheme and more time on fixing the damn Program so it works for our 
players when injures occur! 
 

 
 

“We are all born ignorant, but one must work hard to remain stupid”. Benjamin Franklin  
 

 

BEST IDEA OF THE YEAR AWARD: The GM and HP guy’s efforts to get OTP funds for the 
NSWT carded players to travel to Test matches in France and England this past November – now 
can we get the rest of the team sponsored so they don’t have to buck-up in order to represent 
us? 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/billcosby136816.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/bill_cosby.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/benjaminfr383579.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/benjamin_franklin.html


 

WORST IDEA OF THE YEAR AWARD: The continued screw up surrounding the National 
Insurance Plan which insures nothing, does little for injured players and confuses everyone from 
coast to coast by its lack of purpose – so much so that RC got one of their red coats to send a 
formal letter to the sub-unions – well we got some mail of our own on this malfunction - and 
one email pretty much summed up a frustrated membership when it said:   
“Wasn’t this letter from the former equipment manager at RC...no wonder the plan doesn’t 
@#*^%# work properly!” 
 

 

RUNNER UP FOR THE WORST IDEA OF THE YEAR: The Athletic Director at UBC deciding 
apparently to drop/downgrade football and hockey from their varsity sports program – and 
rumors abound that rugby is next on the chopping block.                                                                                               
Outrage was instantaneous from athletes, the press and the UBC alumni alike.                                                                 

 

“There is more stupidity than hydrogen in the universe, and it has a longer shelf life.” Frank Zappa 

 
BEST COMEBACK OF THE YEAR AWARD: Judah Campbell wins with certainty and we are all 
thankful for it! Way to go Judah! 

 

 



BEST CLUB TEAM OF THE YEAR AWARD (Men): In the West - James Bay AA wins the Award 
this year as they totally outfoxed a Burnaby team who failed to realize who they were up against 
on the day and had no backup strategy for their failed game plan. 
 

    

 

In the East Markham Irish wins the Award for their muddy event at Fletcher’s Field – from all 
accounts it was an ugly day where no team could put their abundant skills on display. 
 

 
 

BEST CLUB TEAM OF THE YEAR AWARD (Women): In the East it was the Saracens Rugby 
Club who took the title and the Cup. 
 

 



In the West it was the Burnaby Rugby Club Women who took home honors after a hard fought 
battle with Velox RFC. With three Burnaby teams in the BCRU Finals – the women showed their 
mettle by outdoing their men - even when down a player! 
 

                      
 

 
BEST UNIVERSITY TEAM OF THE YEAR (Women): The University of Alberta Pandas win 
over last year’s winner Guelph! Way to go girls and way to go Matt! 

 
 

 
 
 



CIS PLAYER OF THE YEAR (WOMEN): Our choice this year is Chelsea Guthrie from the 
University of Alberta in Edmonton. Guthrie has been a standout in fifteens and in sevens during 
her time in Edmonton – she represented Canada at the FISU Games in France and in Russia - 
now she has added the prestigious CIS National Championship to her trophy case.  
Way-to-go Chelsea! 
 

From the U of A website – Fourth year scrum half Chelsea Guthrie was named the national championship MVP, which 
ends her career on the highest note possible. Guthrie, who won the 2012 Canada West MVP award and was a CIS All-
Canadian that same season, also helped Canada to a bronze medal this past summer at the FISU University Games in 
Russia. 
 

 
 

"Champions keep playing until they get it right."  BJK 
 

CIS RUNNER UP PLAYER(S) OF THE YEAR AWARD (WOMEN): We are going with Jean Baker 
from St. Mary’s and Brianna Miller from McGill. 
 

     

"Keep your dreams alive. Understand to achieve anything requires faith and belief in yourself, vision, hard 
work, determination, and dedication. Remember all things are possible for those who believe." Gail Devers 

 



CIS COACH OF THE YEAR AWARD: Alberta’s Matt Parrish wins ‘cause he has the Cup and the 
gold medal to prove his worth – plus “we are rebuilding this year” is not a phrase he uses at 
all...ever.  Matt Durant, Mike Cavanaugh at St FX, and Colette McAuley at Guelph are snipping at 
his heels along with Neil Langevin (Lethbridge) and Maria Gallo at UBC.      

 

 

CIS ROOKIE OF THE YEAR AWARD (WOMEN): In foothills country - DaLeaka Menin from the 
University of Calgary gets the nod this year. 

 

"Age is no barrier. It's a limitation you put on your mind." JJK 
 

 
 
 



ROOKIE OF THE YEAR AWARD (MEN): Shawnigan Lake School’s Oliver Nott and Guiseppe du 
Toit share the Award this year as they blew into the University of Victoria. Du Toit got picked up 
for an ARC game earlier than expected while Nott continues to move up the ranks and develop 
his many skills at the talent-laden Vikes Program. 
  

   
 

“Champions aren't made in gyms. Champions are made from something they have deep inside them: A 
desire, a dream, a vision. They have to have last-minute stamina, they have to be a little faster, they have 

to have the skill and the will. But the will must be stronger than the skill.” Muhammad Ali 

 
BEST HIGH SCHOOL TEAM OF THE YEAR AWARD (Boys): For the last few years Shawnigan 
Lake School has lead the way with their top to bottom rugby programs winning back-to-back-to-
back-to-back…well you get the idea…  
It was no exception again this past spring in Abbotsford, BC when they won another BCHS 
Championship.  
 

 

http://www.quoteland.com/author.asp?AUTHOR_ID=431


RUNNER UP BEST HIGH SCHOOL TEAM OF THE YEAR AWARD (Boys): St. George’s School 
were clearly on the comeback trail in 2013 and definitely showed up in the BCHS Final. 
 

 
 
BEST HIGH SCHOOL TEAM OF THE YEAR AWARD (Girls): Cowichan High School put an end 
to the seven year Carson Graham dynasty with a hard fought victory over the title holders that 
went into overtime. To prove their dominance this year Cowichan also won the high school 7s 
title. 
 

   

 
 

 
 
 



BEST TRADE OF THE YEAR AWARD: The return of several players from the minor leagues in 
Europe especially Andrew Tiedemann who ditched copious glasses of red wine and dozens of 
baguettes in southern France for some good old fashioned home-brew and the Timmy’s Lunch 
Special - Andrew returned to his Canadian west coast club before heading off to the Balkans UFC 
event. Good on you Andrew! 
 

 
 

The temptation that lures the brightest of franchise architects is the hope of turning a trade into the trade. 
 

WORST TRADE OF THE YEAR AWARD: We keep harping on it and still it keeps happening – 
the exodus of our domestic players to the British and European minor leagues! Our boys often 
abandon university with no sensible life plan or back-up plan in place when things fail to 
materialize across the Atlantic. The consequences are: a diluted domestic product on the playing 
fields here at home and more importantly – some quality people are enticed into an 
environment that cares little about their future. Stay at home boys and girls – Canada is the best 
place on earth! 
 

 
 

To turn your dreams into reality, all your resources, efforts and concentration should be aligned in the 
same direction. 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/To_turn_your_dreams_into_reality%2C_all_your_resources%2C_efforts_and_concentration_should_be_aligned_in/583355/
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/To_turn_your_dreams_into_reality%2C_all_your_resources%2C_efforts_and_concentration_should_be_aligned_in/583355/


 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD (Sevens): After being the top scorer at the RWC Sevens in 
Moscow – the University of Victoria’s Nate Hirayama wins going away. Hirayama finished the 
iRB Sevens season in the top group of scorers despite missing one event. Without question – our 
Player of the Year! 
 

    
 

“If you win, you need not have to explain...If you lose, you should not be there to explain…” 
 

 
RUNNER UP PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD (Sevens): Another easy decision for us this year 
– John Moonlight wins and was fast on the heels of our winner. With rave reviews at every stop 
on the circuit from TV commentators, opponents and press people alike - Moonlight has clearly 
demonstrated his abundant talents for viewers to see LIVE across the globe and in every 
Canadian home. Simply outstanding! 
 

 
 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/If_you_win%2C_you_need_not_have_to_explain...If_you_lose%2C_you_should_not_be_there_to_explain/415267/


 
SEVENS COACH OF THE YEAR AWARD (Men): In a RWC year it’s hard not to recognize the 
work that goes into the preparation by our staff for the competition. Canada lost only one game 
in Moscow, won the Plate but finished below par in the final standings because the tournament 
remains too big. Still - a great deal was accomplished during the hectic iRB Sevens tournaments 
around the world and in the end the season must be considered a resounding success. The New 
Zealand sevens coach got a “Sir” in front of his name from the Queen for all his efforts - but here 
at home we thought that Sir John still sounded much better than Sir Tietjens…! 
 Our guy Geraint John wins Sevens Coach of the Year despite not getting the Queen’s sword! 
 

 
“The fewer rules a coach has, the fewer rules there are for players to break.”  John Madden 

 

 
SEVENS PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD (Women): Ghislaine Landry wins easily and has 
more magical moves on the rugby pitch than the entire England Team put together! She 
stormed into Moscow at the RWC and took Canada to a second place finish – simply brilliant! 
 

      
 

"Believe me, the reward is not so great without the struggle."  WR 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnmadden107949.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/john_madden.html


SEVENS COACH OF THE YEAR AWARD (Women): Coach John Tait wins this year. Despite 
some hiccups during the iRB Sevens season the big guy from a Mill Bay took Canada to a second 
place finish at the RWC in Moscow. That accomplishment was a ‘first’ for Canada at a Rugby 
World Cup! His Frank Sinatra style of “I’ll Do It My Way” has clearly prospered as our Sevens 
Women remain firmly on top of the world. Well done! 
 

 

 
“It’s always an honor to be able to represent your country at the highest level.” Basheer Abdullah  

 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD (Women): Assigning this Award to someone is like watching 
women shop at Lululemon – decisions, decisions, decisions… AND we couldn’t decide either on 
whom we liked best of all - we tried the ‘consultative process’ which basically turned into a UFC-
type event with more names coming at us with passion than we could process. In the end we 
tried to narrow down the nominees but (like shopping) we think we may have missed 
something… However - by popular demand and in no particular order - our winners include: 
Kelly Russell, Ghislaine Landry, Megan Gibbs, Andrea Burk, Barbara Mervin, Julianne Zussman, 
Brittany Waters, Latoya Blackwood and Bianca Farella etc etc etc… 
 

 
 

“Sports do not build character. They reveal it.” JW 

http://www.nbcolympics.com/news-blogs/boxing/abdullah-named-u-s-olympic-boxing-head-coach.html
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/Sports_do_not_build_character._They_reveal_it./223316/


MANAGER OF THE YEAR AWARD (Women): New ‘motel-dweller’ Meaghan Howat wins 
with ease this year – with a job description that defies belief the Toronto native moved west and 
has outdone everyone on the top and the bottom floors at the motel! Well done to her! 
Check out this job description… 
 

The Manager of Women’s Rugby has a primary role of providing infrastructure and programs for the 
development of all levels of Rugby for women in Canada.  This development role is to ensure long term 
succession planning of players, coaches, match officials, team managers and administrators. This person 
retains full responsibility for player and team management succession planning whilst the development of 
coaches and match officials will require co-operation with and significant input from, the Coach 
Development Manager and the Referee Development Manager. The role centres upon the further 
development and implementation of Women in Rugby Strategic Plan and the implementation of elements 
of the Long Term Rugby Development Plan relevant to Women in Rugby.  The role requires a significant 
liaison with Provincial Unions. 
In addition to the aforementioned roles the Manager of Women’s Rugby will also be required to support 
the National Women’s Head Coach with administrative duties associated with the senior national squad of 
players.  This squad consists of National Senior Team members, Canada “A” Team members, National 
Sevens Team members and players involved in the Athlete Assistance Program (“Carded” players).  This 
person acts as National Team Manager for all events, camps and tours and supports the role performed by 
volunteers who are managing Women’s Age Grade National teams. 
 

 

“The secret of managing is to keep the guys who hate you away from the guys who are undecided.”  
Casey Stengel 

MANAGER OF THE YEAR AWARD (Men): The winner (again and again) this year is Brian 
Hunter. He has caught up to the CEO for award accomplishments while still holding down a real 
job. Being a manager in a RWC year is no picnic and despite the massive challenges of heading 
into vodka-land Hunter stayed calm and sober! Astonishingly the RC website STILL has no 
picture of our winner on their site. Outstanding job Brian! 
 

 
 

“Some of us will do our jobs well and some will not, but we will be judged by only one thing - the result.” 
Vince Lombardi 

http://www.quoteland.com/author.asp?AUTHOR_ID=1180


THE TEBOWING OF THE YEAR AWARD: This new Award goes to Sean Duke who made his 
futile Tebowing attempt in Japan last year – the difference between him and the football 
evangelist is that Sean’s nose may be broken and of course he’s not wearing pads! 

   

“I squirm when I see athletes praying before a game. Don't they realize that if God took sports seriously he 
never would have created George Steinbrenner.” MR 
 

THE RC PATHWAY AWARD: New high school graduate Guiseppe du Toit got thrust on the 
“PATHWAY” this past October when he was detoured from his university commitments onto a 
mysterious route through the back woods behind the RC motel – the talented young player 
came into Canada’s ARC Team after only a few practices at his new university digs on Vancouver 
Island. It was all very confusing and threw the powerpoint boys into retreat. 
 

 
 

"It is no use saying 'We are doing our best.' You have got to succeed at doing what is necessary." 
Winston Churchill 

 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/I_squirm_when_I_see_athletes_praying_before_a_game._Don%27t_they_realize_that_if_God_took_sports_serio/223399/
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/I_squirm_when_I_see_athletes_praying_before_a_game._Don%27t_they_realize_that_if_God_took_sports_serio/223399/


MOST OVERUSED WORD AWARD: Certainly “PATHWAY” has been replaced by 
“STRUCTURES” this year…those of you who can guess what next year’s word will be can win a 
fishing trip…to Sooke! 
 

 
 

Coaches who can outline plays on a black board are a dime a dozen. The ones who win get inside their 
player and motivate. 
 

 
TACKLE OF THE YEAR AWARD:  We found this photo on Facebook and just had to make 
this new Award for 2013 – it’s a “Back to the Future” memory when the lads in Red 
tackled like this routinely and everyone in the world feared us…thanks Mike for the 
memories – we could have used you in Georgia! 
 

 
 



 
SONG OF THE YEAR AWARD: The National Anthem performance by the daughter of former 
Chairperson of RC at the ARC event this past October – simply awesome…in fact - sensational!  
 

 
 

“Art is the proper task of life.” Friedrich Nietzsche 
 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD (Men): This year again Clermont’s Jamie Cudmore is the 
winner…he continues to excel in his French home. His disappointment in the Heineken Cup Final 
was clear for all to see but we are confident he and his Team will revisit that venue quite soon 
with a better outcome hopefully. When he turns out for the NSMT we are better for it.  
Jamie wins. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/friedrichn109386.html


RUNNER UP PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD: The winner is James Pritchard who still resides 
at Bedford RFC just off the M-1 north of London. Pritchard set some new records this year 
playing for Canada and is now firmly confirmed as our top guy. Well done James! 
 

 
 

“Fame is a vapor, popularity is an accident, money takes wings. Those who cheer you today may curse you 
tomorrow. The only thing that endures is character.”      

                

THE OWN THE PODIUM AWARD: This is awarded to the Government of Canada for having 
the continued insight to recognize our National Women’s Sevens Team. Our Team under the 
guidance of head coach John Tait remains world class and continues to stand on the podium (on 
and off the field) across the globe.  
 

 
 

“It's not our conditions that determine our choices; it's our choices that determine our conditions.” 



INSPIRATIONAL AWARD OF THE YEAR: Nelson Mandela wins this year and will remain an 
inspiration for all time. He handed off the RWC Cup to Francois Pienaar in 1995 well before he 
had finished his mission in the African rugby nation – today rugby thrives in South Africa and 
Mandela’s influence is everywhere. Thanks Madiba you will inspire us forever! 
 

 
 

“There is no one during my lifetime like Nelson Mandela who thought so deeply about the issues that 
mattered to him, then by example, lived his beliefs. To have survived with his dignity and mind intact after 
27 of the best years of his life spent in the brutal conditions of Robben Island and other prisons is a tribute 
to an amazing man. I cannot imagine anyone else who, upon gaining his freedom, would not have sought 
revenge on his oppressors. Yet he forgave and sought unity. I am grateful to this man, who showed us 
what we are capable of, even if he set an impossibly high bar. I believe his reward was to have lived to see 
his dreams come true.” - David Suzuki 

 

Happy New Year everyone! 
 

"The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain" 
Dolly Parton 

 

 


